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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS ^^^'^^^^f^'C&iJEf^ 




[cOl] (Currently Amended) A method of providing communications services, comprising: 




receiving a request for data; 

assessing in real-time an availability of network routing to fulfill the request; 

assessing in real-time an availability of network bandwidth to fidfill the request; 

ascertaining a preferred scenario of segmentation, dispersion, and assemblage of 
electronic data to fulfill the request; 

sending a reservation to reserve a routing path, the reservation instructing a device 
to only accept packets of data destined for that routing path, the reservation specifying a 
window of time in which the packets of data are received and processed; 

receiving a data stream to fulfill the request: 

recursively segmenting the data stream into segments, such that a characteristic of 
a preceding sefmient det ermines how a current sepnent is segmented: 

when a processing service is required, then grouping together individual riackets 
pf data a new segment, each of the ind ividual packets in the new segment requiring the 
processing service: 

dispersing the new segment via a network to receive the processing service: 
receiving a result of the processing service; 

assembling formatted data co mprising the result of the processing service and at 
least one of t he recursivelv segmented segments; and 

communicating the fonnatted e l e ctronio data to fiilfiU fulfilling the requestj-fl^e 
olootroniq data foiumtt e d oooording to tho proforrcd Qccnario . 

[c02] (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, wherein ascertaining the preferred 
scenario comprises assessing a highest quality scenario and a lowest cost scenario, the 
highest quality scenario describing a combination of segmentation, dispersion, and 
assemblage of segments that achieves a highest quality of presentation, and the lowest 
cost scenario describing another combination of segmentation, dispersion, and 
assemblage of segments that achieves a lowest cost, despite degraded quality. 
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[c03] (Cancel) 

[c041 (CurreuUy Amended) A method according to claim 3- 1, further comprising issuing an 
assertion to a subcontractor that indicates the subcontractor correctly performed the 
s ubs e qu e nt processing service according to a the Service Level Agreement 

[c05] (Original) A method according to claim 4, wherein the assertion is certified to reduce the 
incidence of fraudulent assertions. 

[c06] (Currently Amended) A method according to claim * 4, further comprising receiving an 
assertion firom th e oubfloribor that confirms the Service Level Agreement was satisfied. 

[c07] (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 6, further comprising receiving a 
volume of assertions fi-om subscribers as indications of trust that each subscriber's 
Service Level Agreement will be satisfied. 

[c08] (Previously Presented) A method accorxUng to claim 6, wherein when the service level 
agreement is satisfied, and the subscriber fails to provide the assertion, then fijrther 
comprising denying communications services to the subscriber, 

[c09) (Cancel) 

[cIO] (Currently Amended) A method according to claim * 1, fimher comprising ascertaining a 
highest quality scenario that describes a combination of segmentation, dispersion, and 
assemblage of segments that achieves a highest quality of presentation. 

[cl 1 J (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 3- i, further comprising ascertaining a 
lowest cost scenario that describes a combination of segmentation, dispersion, and 
assemblage of segments that achieves a lowest cost. 
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[cl2] (Currently Amended) A method according to claim * i, further comprising ascertaining a 
most profitable scenario that describes a combination of segmentation, dispersion, and 
assemblage of segments that achieves a highest profit. 

[cl3] (Cumently Amended) A method according to claim 3^ 4, further comprising processing a 
segment according to the Service Level Agreement. 

[cl4] (Cancel) 

[cl5] (Currently Amended) A syste m, comprising : 
means for receiving a request for data: 

means for assessin g in real-time an availabilitv of network routing to fulfill the 
request: 

means for assessing in real-time an availabilitv of network bandwidth to fulfill the 
request: 

means for ascertaining a pre ferred scenario of segmentation, dispersion, and 
assemblage of electronic data to fulfill the request: 

means for sending a reservati on to reserve a routing path, the reservation 
instructing a device to onlv accent packets of data destined for that routing path, the 
yeservation specifying a unndow of tim e in which the packets of data are received and 
processed: 

means for receiving a data stream to fulfill the request; 

means for recursively segmenti ng the data stream into segments, such that a 
characteristic of a preceding segment determines how a current segment ts segmented: 

when a processing service is required, then means for grouping together 
individ ual packets of data as a new segment each of the individual packets in the new 
segment requiring the processing? service; 
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means for dispersing the new segment via a network to receive the processing 
service: 

means for receiving a result of the processing service: 

means for assembling fo rmatted data comprising the resiilt of the processing 
service and at least one of the recursively segmented segments: and 

means for commu nicating the formatted data to fulfill the request 

m e ans for rooci\ang a firot data ptroom oompriaing paok e ts of data paokotized 
OiOoording to a paokot protocol; 

m e anfl for sogmenting the fnot data stroom into gogmcnts aooording to a Sorvioo 
Lovol Agrooment, the Scrsioe Lovol Agrocmont d e fining poramotorfl for communioationj 
oe rvicQ for a oubaoriber; 

moono for dioporoing at ioaat on e oogmont via a network for a oubDcquont 
procesoing aorvioo ; 

moang for rcc o iving a result of the prooogaing aeniioc; 

m e anj for aaGombling a pocond data otroom, tho pooond data otroom oompriaing tho 
r e oult of the procQaaing oor^rjoo and unprooopgod sogmonts; and 

meono for communicQting tho ooeond datn otroom via tho notwofte , 

[cl6] (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising computer readable media 
storing processor executable instructions for performing a method of providin g 
communicat ions services, the method comprising : 

receiving a req ue st for data: 

assessing in real-time an availabili ty of network routing to fulfill the req uest^ 
assessmg in real-time an availability of network bandwidth to fiilfill the request: 
ascertaining a preferred scenario nf s egmentation, dispersion, and assemblage of 
electronic data t o fulfill the regui ^f^i; 
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sending a reservation to reserve a routing path, the reservation instructing a device 
to only accept pack ets of data destined for that routing path, the reservation specifying a 
windovy of time in which the packets of data are received and processed: 

receiving a data stream to fixlfill the request: 

recursively segmenting the data stream into segments, such that a characteristic of 
a preceding segmen t determines how a current segment is segmented; 

when a processing service is required, then grouping together individual packets 
of data as a new segment each of the individual packets in the new segment requiring the 
processing service: 

di spersing the new segment via a network to receive the processing service: 
receiving a result of the processing service; 

assembling formatted d ata comprising the result of the processing service and at 
least one of the recursively segmented segments: and 

communicatin g the formatted data to fiiLGll the req uest 

r e c e iving g firat data qtroom oomprifiing paokots of data paokotized aocording to g 
pook e t protoool i 

flognonting tho firot data str e am into gogmonta oooording to a Sorvdoo L o v ol 
Agreemont, tfao S ondco LovoJ Agroomont defining poromotciro for oonmiunioationia 
g e rvioo for a aubaoriber; 

dioperoing at loaot ono oogmont via a notwork for a oubooquont proooaaing oorvioo; 

r e c e iWng a r e sult of tho procoooing Qor\icc; 

Qfloombling a acoond data Ptroom, th o a o oond data stroam oomprising tho roauJt of 
tho prooosfling aorvio e and unproooaaod s e gm e ntg; and 

oommunicating tho oooond data ptroam via th e network . 
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